
Prehistory is the time before written records

 20th CENTURY
IN THE

UNITED KINGDOM

1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 20001910 19201900

1901
Queen 
Victoria’s 
reign ends

1912
Titanic 
disaster

1940 Battle 
of Britain

1960s
Merseybeat
& The Beatles

1952
Queen Elizabeth II 
comes to the throne

www
1926 John Logie 
Baird invents TV

1928-1945 
Antibiotics 
are developed

1949 Zebra 
crossing invented

1935-1940 
Radar is 
developed

1990 Tim Berners-Lee 
invents the internet

1922 Howard 
Carter discovers 
tomb of 
Tutankhamun 

1905 The Women’s 
Social & Political 
Union is founded 
to campaign for 
women’s rights  

1971 The UK changes 
its currency to 
the decimal system

1979 Margaret Thatcher 
becomes the first woman 

Prime Minister of UK

1982 Henry VIII’s 
ship The Mary Rose 
is raised 437 years 
after sinking

1928  All women 
over the age of 21 
are allowed to vote 
for the first time

1948  The National 
Health Service 
is established

1966
England win 
the World Cup
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c1180 - Benin’s Kings, or ‘Obas’ 
become powerful rulers 

ANCIENT
EGYPT 332 BC 

THE BUILDING
OF THE CITY
OF ROME STARTS

The Mary
Rose sinks

in 1545

Cave painting Skara Brae Circa 3200-2200 BC
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2700 BC - 1st 
Pyramids built in Egypt

776 BC - 1st Olympic 
Games in Greece

490 BC - Battle of 
Marathon in Greece

43 AD - Romans 
invade Britain

420 AD - Decline of
Roman rule in Britain

1066 - Battle of Hastings.  William 
the Conqueror defeats King Harold

1558-1603
Reign of Elizabeth I

1509-1547
Reign of Henry VIII

1605 - 
Guy Fawkes’
Gunpowder Plot 

1666 - 
Great fire 
of London

1588/9 - Spanish
Armada

BC AD

You are here!

3000 BC - The Ancient Sumerians have already 
developed irrigation, writing, the wheel & maths 

c2600 BC - Animal drawn ploughs
are used in Indus Valley & Sumer

3000 BC - Indus Valley cities already have
wells for water & drains for waste

c2350 BC - Indus Valley people
travel to trade with other lands

In Britain stone tools 
& weapons are made

Pottery is made and 
farming is developed

Production of metal 
objects increases

1046 BC - The Shang Dynasty is
overthrown by slaves revolting

1600 BC - The Shang Dynasty 
makes tools from bronze, weaves silk 
cloth, builds palaces & walled towns

c1332 BC - Tutankhamun 
becomes Pharaoh in Egypt

c1200 BC - Rameses II 
becomes Pharaoh in Egypt 

1250 BC - The 
Ancient Sumerians 
use iron to make 
strong weapons & 
chariots

510 BC - The birth of 
democracy in Athens 

1348 - 50 The Black Death kills an estimated 
75 to 200 million people in Europe 

1450 - The invention of the printing 
press in Europe is credited to the 
German printer Johannes Gutenberg 

1776 - The United States 
of America declare their 
independence from Britain 

1672 - The Law of Gravity is 
defined by Isaac Newton

2015 - Queen Elizabeth II
becomes our longest 
serving monarch

2012 - London
Olympics 

79 AD - Mount Vesuvius 
erupts destroying Pompeii

1903-The Wright 
brothers invent the 
airplane in the USA 

1969 - Neil Armstrong 
is the 1st man to walk 
on the moon 

1908 - Ist mass 
produced car: 
Model T Ford

60/61 AD  - Boudica leads a revolt 
against the Romans in Britain

900 AD - Baghdad, the ‘Round City’ 
is a centre of culture and commerce

900 AD - The Edo people lay the foundations
for what will later become the Kingdom of Benin
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2015 - 2016  British 
Astronaut Tim Peake 
spends 185 days in space 

ANCIENT EGYPT ANCIENT EGYPT ANCIENT EGYPT

20th CENTURY 

The beginning of
the 3rd millennium

1805 - Battle 
of  Trafalgar

1815 - Battle 
of  Waterloo

1886 - Karl Benz 
invents the 
motor car

333 BC - 323 BC Alexander 
the Great rules Greece 

Dinosaurs lived between 230 and 65 million years ago, in a time known as the
Mesozoic Era. This was many millions of years before the first modern humans appeared

Bayeux Tapestry showing 
the death of King Harold 
at the Battle of Hastings

Anglo Saxon helmet

1215 - King John signs 
the Magna Carta

2016 - Rio Olympics

450 AD - New settlers called Anglo-Saxons from Germany, 
Denmark and northern Holland come to live in Britain

Birth of Jesus

2020 - COVID-19 pandemic

Mary Seacole
b1805-d1881

Florence
Nightingale 
b1820-d1910 

Edith Cavell
b1865-d1915 

Emily Davison
b1872-d1913 

Samuel Pepys
b1633-d1703 

LS Lowry
b1887-d1976 

William Caxton
b1415-d1492

Rosa Parks
b1913-d2005

Neil Armstrong
b1930-d2012 

Christopher
Columbus
b1451-d1506 

Nelson
Mandela
b1918-d2013 

Orville 
b1871-d1948

Wilbur
b1867-d1912

The Wright brothers

Elizabeth I
b1533-d1603

Henry VIII
b1491-d1547

Victoria
b1819-d1901

The Sphinx is built around 2500 BC

Rameses II 

Example of 
Greek pottery 

Classical statue of a 
discus thrower 

Romulus and Remus

Mayan pyramid

Stone Age tools

Stonehenge is built around 2600 BC

Stone Age

spear head

Pottery beakers from Bronze Age Britain
Jewellery from the Bronze Age

Iron Age shield

Ruins of Iron Age settlement

Building of Hadrian’s Wall 
begins in 122 AD

Roman baths at Bath

Dragon head froma Viking ship

Scholars in Baghdad 

Tutankhamun Martin Luther
King
b1929-d1968

Louis Braille
b1809-d1852

Charles
Darwin
b1809-d1882 

George
Stephenson
b1781-d1848 

Roald
Amundsen
b1872-d1928

Benin bronze statue

Cocoa pod
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ANCIENT
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Bronze animal from
the Shang Dynasty

Golden cape from the Bronze Age

80 AD - The Colosseum 
in Rome is completed 

432 BC - The Parthenon 
in Athens is completed 

A clay seal from the 
Indus Valley

Cuneiform writing from 
Ancient Sumer

Alexander the Great

Anglo Saxon farming 
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Ancient World Civilizations 
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5th century BC - Puppetry was first recorded in Ancient Greece 

250 AD - Maya civilization began 

1599 -  The Globe 
Theatre was built 

1492 - Christopher Columbus
discovers North America 

1760 - 1870 - The Industrial 
Revolution 
1769 - Josiah Wedgwood 
opened a factory  in Burslem 

1930 - The 

Bollywood 

movie making 

industry 

began

1880 - John Rhodes was born 

1754 - Mow Cop castle was built 

1963 - Reginal Mitchel 
created the spitfire 

1782 - Astley 
established the first 
purpose-built circus  
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